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NEWS 

The  1950  pre liminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Turke;*-  has 
"been  revised  downward  to  33,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis.    An  un- 
precedented amount  of  insect  damage  has  been  reported.    The  present 
forecast  is  only  one -third  as  large  as  the  19^9  estimate  of  production. 


The  Export-Import  Department  of _the  _3ank  of  Brazil  by  Notice  186 
of  June  27,  1950  has  announced  that  until  further  notice  it  will  not 
consider  barter  proposals  based  on  the  exportation  of  Brazil  nuts . 


The  Turkish  1950  raisin  crop  is  forecast  at  84,000  short  ton3 
compared  with  71,500  tons  in  19^-9 •    It  is  estimated  about  3,300  short 
ton3  remained  on  hand  July  lh,  1950  from  the  19^9  harvest. 
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Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors  and  con- 
sumers on  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in  the  crop  and 
livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and  consumption  of  farm 
products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.    Circulation  of  this  periodical 
is  free  to  those  needing  the  information  it  contains  in  farming, 
business  and  professional  operations .    Issued  by  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

FINNISH -SOVIET  TRADE  AGREEMENT  CALLS 
FOR  GRAIN  AND  FEEDSTUFF  DELIVERIES 

Grain  and  feedstuffs  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  commodities 
Finland  will  receive  from  the  Soviet  Union  under  the  5-year  agreement 
signed  by  the  Governments  of  the  Republic  of  Finland  and  the  U.S.S.R. 
in  Moscow  on  June  13,  1950. 

In  transmitting  this  long-term  agreement  to  the  Finnish  Diet  for 
ratification,  the  President  of  Finland  pointed  out  that  Finland's  trade 
with  the  Soviet  Union  is  facing  a  new  phase  of  development  as  reparations 
diminish  and  ultimately  cease.    Heretofore,  trade  between  the  2  countries 
was  handled  on  the  basis  of  one -year  agreements.    (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
July  17,  195C)  By  closing  a  5-year  agreement,  the  2  Governments  hope 
to  expand  their  economic  relations  to  their  mutual  benefit  and  create  a 
foundation  for  a  long-term  exchange  of  commodities,  it  was  stated.- 

Among  the  commodities  to  be  delivered  by  the  Soviet  Union  to  Finland 
during  the  5 -year  period  beginning  January  1,  1951,  are  the  following: 


„    ,     .: Total  for 
Product. « . 

:fivo  yoars 

1  1951 

!  1952 

!  1953 

i  195^ 

'  1955 

: Me trie  tons 

: Metric  tons 

: Me trie  tons 

:  Me  trio  tons 

:  Me  trie  tons 

:  Me  trie  tons 

Wheat...:    1*55,000  : 
Oil  cake's    100,000  : 

125,000  : 
'  20,000  : 
5,000  : 
20,000  : 

90,000  : 
20,000  • 
5,000  : 
20,000  ': 

85,000  : 
20,000  ■ 
5,000  : 
20,000  s 

80,000  : 
20,000  : 
5,000  : 
20,000  : 

75,000 
20,000 

5,000 

20,000 

The  agreement  provides  that  changes  in  the  above  quotas  may  be  made 
by  mutual  agreement  not  less  than  3  months  prior  to  the  beginning  of  each 
year  of  the  agreement  period.    It  provides  also  that  unspecified  com- 
modities shall  be  delivered  to  Finland  by  third  countries  under  multilateral 
agreements  between  Finland,  the  U.S.S.R.  and  other  countries  up  to  a  value 
of  80-100  million  rubles  ($20.0-$25.0  million)  per  annum' in  compensation  for 
commodities  those  countries  may  receive  from  the  Soviet  Union  to  a  cor- 
responding value.         '  \ 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  agreement,  the  prices  to  be  paid  by 
Finland  for  the  Soviet  grain  and  feedstuffs  deliveries  are  to  be  fixed 
from  time  to  time  in  the  contracts  between  Finnish  importers  and  Soviet 
exporters  on  the  basis  of  prevailing  world  market  prices. 
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It  will  "be  noted  that  the  total  Finnish  import  quota  for  Soviet  grain 
ia  considerably  lower  in  the  last  years  of  the  5 -year  period  than  during 
the  first  2  or  3  years.    This  reflects  Finland's  program  for  increasing 
self -stiff iciency  in  grains. 

Finland's  grain  imports  during  19^-9  have  "been  reported  by  the 
American  Embassy  at" Helsinki' -at  151,600  metric  tons  (5.6  million  bushels) 
for  wheat,  6,000  tons  (0.2  million  "bushels)  for  rye,  16,100  ton3  (1.1 
million  bushels)  for  oats,  and  26,800  tons  ( 1.1  million  bushels)  for 
corn.    Virtually  all  of  the  imports  of  that  year  came  from  the  Soviet 
Union.    During  the  first  k  months  (January -April)  of  1950,  the  same 
source  reports  Finnish  grain  imports  as  follows:    wheat,  26,733  tons 
(l.O  million  bushels),  mainly  from  Argentina;  oats,  l,k2k  tons  (0.1  mil- 
lion bushels),  mainly  from  Denmark;  corn,  10,000  ton3    (0.K  million 
bushels),  all  from  Paraguay,  and  wheat  bran  and  feed  meal,  512  tons,  all 
from  Canada. 

PAKISTAN  EXPECTS  ANOTHER 
LARGE  EXPORT  SURPLUS  OF  WHEAT 

Pakistan's  exportable  surplus  of  wheat  during  1950-51  is  expected 
to  be  at  least  as  large  as  last  year's  surplus  of  500,000  long  tons 
(18,700,000  bushels),  according  to  H.W.  Spiolman,  Agricultural  Attache, 
American  Embassy,  Karachi.' 

The  latest  official  estimate  of  the  1950  crop,  harvested  March-May, 
is  about  150  million  bushels,  compared  with  the  bumper  crop  of  153 
million  bushels  in  19^9 •    The  good  outturn  this  year  is  attributed  to  a 
'slightly  larger  acreage,  favorable  growing  conditions,  and  good  weather 
during  harvest.    The  fourth  forecast  of  the  1950  area  under  wheat  was 
10-,71^,000  acres,  an  increase  of  1.9  percent  over  the  comparable  fore- 
cast of  10,518,000  acres  in  19^9 .    The' final  estimate  of  the  19^9  wheat 
acreage  was  10, 82*+, 000  acres. 

Sizable  quantities  of  the  19^9  crop  aro  still  being  held  by  the 
Central  Procurement  Agency.    Considerable  difficulty  was  encountsred 
by  the  Pakistan  authorities  in  negotiating  contracts  for  the  sale  of 
last  season's  exportable  surplus,  most  of  it  remaining  unsold  until 
early  in  1950.    An  agreement  for  the  sale  of  250,000  tons  to  West 
Germany  was  signed  on  March  k,  1950^  but  fell  through  because  of  price 
difficulties.    Negotiations  conducted  over  a  long  period  of '  months 
for  the  sale  of  150,000  ton3  of  19^9  crop  wheat  to  the  Government  of 

India  finally  culminated  in  a  contract  on  April  21,  1950,  but  the  deal 
remains  subject  to  final  agreement  on  prices.    India  agreed  to  pay  Rs. 
10/8  (Indian)  per  maund  of  82.3  pounds  ($1.60  per  bushel)  for  delivery 
at  the  border  of  East  Punjab .    Pakistan  insisted  that  this  price  was 
too  low  since  its  support  price  to  producers  was  Rs.  9  (Pakistan)  per 
maund  ($2.00  per  bushel).    During  these  negotiations,  the  Government  of 
India  also  indicated  an  interest  in  purchasing  150,000  tons  of  1950 
crop  wheat.    •         .  • 
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On  June  3,  1950,  a  contract  was  negotiated  with  Japan  for  the  sale 
of  100,000  tons  of  19^9  crop  wheat  at  pounds  sterling  27  per  long  ton 
($2.03  per  bushel),  f.o.b.  Karachi,  for  delivery  in  July -September .  '  ' 
The  Japanese  Ministry  of  Trade  at  the  same  time  expressed  an  interest  in 
purchasing  200,000  tons  out  of  the'  195Q  crop. 

About  the  middle  of  May  the  Government  of  Pakistan  announced 
discontinuance  of  its  price  support  program.    The  price  of  wheat  in 
country  markets  dropped  sharply  from  Es.  9  (Pakistan)  to  Rs.  5A  per 
maund  ($2.00  to  $1.17  per  bushel).    The  Government  in  mid -June  was 
seriously  considering  the  resumption  of  the  price  support  program  at 
last  report. 

■VENEZUELA  LICENSES  WHEAT  - 
IMPOSTS  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1 

Effective  July  1,  1950,  to  July  31,  1953,  wheat  and  wheat  flour  can 
be  imported  into  Venezuela  only  on  the  basis  of  import  licenses  obtained 
from  the  National  Supply  Commission,  according  to  the  American  Embassy 
in  Caracas.    This  measure  was  adopted  by  Venezuela  in  order  to  facilitate 
that  nation's  implementation  of  its  commitment  under  the  International 
Wheat  Agreement.    Under  that  Agreement,  Venezuela  undertakes  to  purchase 
approximately  k.8  million  bushels  of  wheat,  or  its  equivalent  in  flour, 
from  member  exporting  countries. 

The  order  requiring  licenses  for  imports  provides  that  wheat  flour 
millers  and  importers  of  wheat  and  flour  desiring  to  import  under  the 
ter ms . of  the  Agreement  must  transmit  copies  of  orders  signed  by  their 
customers  to  the  National  Supply  Commission  for  approval  on  type  A 
forms.    Requests  for  authorization  to  import  wheat  and  flour  outside 
of  the  terms  of  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  must  be  transmitted 
to  the  Commission  on  type  B  forms. 

Quantities  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  authorized  for  importation 
must  be  imported  within  the  period  of  one  crop  year  unless  the  importer 
can  prove  impossibility  of  receiving  the  authorized  quantity  for  which 
the  license  was  granted.    In  that  event,  the  National  Supply  Commission 
may  transfer  the  order  to  another  importer . 

DRY  WEATHER  REPORTED  AS 
AFFECTING  YUGOSLAV  HOPS  CROP 

Crop  prospects  for  hops  in  the  Savina  Valley-  district  of  Yugoslavia, 
the  country's  principal  hops  producing  area,  are  reported  as  uncertain 
because  of  insufficient  rainfall,  according  to  John  L.  Haggerty, 
Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Belgrade.    Even  though  the  soil 
was  extremely  dry,  however,  hops  appeared  to  be  in  vigorous  condition 
throughout  the  Valley  in  early  June. 
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The  manager  of  Eraejazd,  the  Yugoslav  hops  cooperative  at  Zalec, 
stated  that  the  area  under  hops  in  the  Savina  Valley  this  y&ar  is  1,500 
hectares  (3,700  acres),  representing  an  increase  of  50  percent  over  that 
of  last  season.    If  this  aoreage  estimate  is  correct,  the  hops  area  in 
the  Savina  Valley  this  year  -would  equal  the  total  area  under  hops  in  all 
Yugoslavia  in  19^9.    The  19^+9  crop  for  all  Yugoslavia  was  reported 
last  year  at  1,000  metric  tons  (2,205,000  pounds)  from  1,500  hectares 
(3,700  acres). 

BRAZIL  AUTHORIZES  IMPORTS 
OF  UNITED  STATES  WHEAT 

The  Government  of  Brazil  recently  authorized  the  importation  of 
100,000  metric  tons  (3,700,000  "bushels)  of  United  States  wheat,  accord- 
ing to  the  American  Embassy  in  Rio  de  , Janeiro ♦  Trade  sources  state 
that  import  licenses  for  this  wheat  will  be  granted  only  to  the  flour 
mills. 

This  action  was  taken  by  the  Brazilian  Government  in  order  to  tide 
the  country  over  a  temporary  shortage  resulting  from  the  slow  arrival 
of  Argentine  wheat,  said  to  be  due  to  strikes  in  Argentine  ports.  Under 
a  trade  agreement  vith  Argentina,  signed  on  June  23,  Brazil  is  to 
receive  800,000  metric  tons  (29.4  million  bushels)  of  Argentine  vheat 
during  the  remainder  of  the  current  calendar  year. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  have  been  insignificant  since  early 
in  19^9  because  of  the  shortage  of  dollar  exchange  (See  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets  for  June  17,  1950).    Trade  sources  in  Brazil  reported  early 
this  month  that  France  has  agreed  to  supply  Brazil  vith  150,000  tons 
(5,500,000  bushels)  of  vheat,  delivery  to  begin  immediately. 

During  the  past  week  sales  of  1,008,000  bushels  of  United  States 
wheat  to  Brazil  were  reported  under  the  International  Wheat  Agreement. 
Prior  to  that  time,  only  77,000  bushels  of  United  States  wheat  in  the 
form  of  flour  had  been  sold  to  Brazil  during  the  19^9-50  agreement  year. 

SYRIA  HAS 

LARGE  WHEAT  CROP 

A  record  wheat  harvest  is  reaching  completion  in  Syria,  but  the  barley 
crop  is  smaller  than  average,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American 
Legation  at  Damascus.    Official  estimates  are  not  yet  available,  but 
private  sources  place  the  wheat  outturn  at  about  25.5  million  bushels. 
A  crop  that  size  would  be  about  25  percent  larger  than  the  19^9  pro- 
duction and  would  mean  an  exportable  surplus  of  possibly  13  million 
bushels  of  wheat. 
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The  barley  crop  is  privately  estimated  at  about  10  million  bushels, 
which  would  be  sharply  below  the  1935-39  average  of  l^.k  million  bushels. 
It  would,  however,  be  larger  than  domestic  requirements,  leaving  about 
5  million  bushels  available  for  export. 

Exports  of  grain  normally  go  largely  to  neighboring  countries, 
such  movement  accounting  for  about  95  percent  of  the  total  wheat  exports 
in  19^8,  the  latest  year  for  which  complete  data  are  available.  Imports 
of  grain  into  the  customs  union  of  Syria  and  Lebanon  are  almost  entirely 
for  consumption  in  Lebanon.    Imports  during  19^8  and  the  first  half  of 
19^9  were  larger  than  usual  since  high  grain  prices  in  Syria  discouraged 
the  normal  flow  from  Syria  to  Lebanon,  with  a  consequent  increase  from 
outside  sources.    Following  the  negotiation  of  an  economic  agreement 
between  Syria  and  Lebanon  in  July,  however,  normal  movement  of  at  least 
a  part  of  Syria's  surplus  into  Lebanon  was  reported  resumed  during  the 
last  half  of  19I+9 . 

Marketing  of  wheat  in  Syria  has  been  freed  of  Government  control 
except  the  regulation  applied  to  the  export  of  all  commodities,  that 
proceeds  of  foreign  exchange  be  utilized  for  the  importation  of  goods 
into  Syria.-    In  all  other  respects  the  purchase,  sale,  and  transport 
of  wheat  and  its  products  are  unrestricted.    This  is  a  change  from  the 
past  few  years  when  control  of  breadgrains  was  under  a  semi-official 
organization  that  handled  both  collections  and  distribution. 

To  facilitate  the  handling  of  the  current  crop,  the  Government 
proposes  opening  purchasing  centers  in  the  growing  areas,  with  prices 
set  slightly  below  the  world  level.    This  is  in  contrast  with  earlier 
prices  which  had  been  as  much  as  50  percent  above  world  market  levels . 
The  Government's  stated  policy  is  to  protect  wheat  growers  against  low 
internal  prices,  at  the  same  time  making  it  possible  for  merchants  to 
have  a  normal  profit  margin.    Barley,  which  is  relatively  scarce  and  in 
great  demand,  is  not  included  in  the  above  policy,  as  protection  to. 
growers  is  not  considered  necessary  under  present  conditions. 

BURMAN  RICE  TRADE 
BELOW  LAST-  YEAR 

Rice  exports  from  Burma  during  the  first  half  of  1950  totaled 
1,311  million  pounds,  or  approximately  lj-00  million  pounds  less  than  the 
1,699  million  pounds  during  the  corresponding  period  of  a  year  earlier. 
June-  shipments  of  356  million  pounds  compare  with  177  million  pounds 
in 'the  same  month  of  19-^9.    The  target  for  July  exports  is  around  3*4-0 
million  pounds. 


(Continued  on  Page  88) 
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TOBACCO 

CANADA'S  1950  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO  ACREAGE 
SLIGHTLY  HIGHER ;  OTHER  TYPES  LOWES 

Canada's  1950  acreage  of  flue -cured  tobacco  is  estimated  slightly 
above  19^9,  according  to  the  American  Embassy  in  Ottawa.    A  decline 
from  the  19^9  acreage  is  estimated  for  all  other  types.    The  total 
acreage  planted  to  tobacco  in  1950  is  placed  at  102, kOO  acres,  or  6 
percent  below  the  19^9  harvested  acreage  totaling  109,053  acres. 

The  acreage  planted  to  flue -cured  tobacco  in  1950  is  unofficially 
estimated  at  92,000  acres,  as  compared  with  90,733  acres  harvested  in 
19^9  and  90.87h  acres  in  19kd.    The,  flue -cured  acreage  in  Ontario 
Province  is  placed  at  87,500  acres,  or  95  percent  of  the  total.  Most 
of  the  remainder  is  in  Quebec  Province. 

The  1950  acreage  of  other  types  is  estimated  as  follows:    Bur  ley, 
J+,500  acres;  Dark,  1,300;  pipe,  1,100;  and  cigar  tobacoo,  3,500.  This 
compares  with  the  19*1-9  harvested  acreage  as  follows:    Bur ley,  11,385; 
Dark,  1,5^5;  pipe,  1,800;  and  cigar,  3,590. 

A  forecast  of  the  1950  production  is  not  yet  available,  but  growing 
conditions  thus  far  this  season  are  reported  to  have  been  very  favorable. 
Planting  was  a  little  late  this  year  due  to  cool  weather.  However, 
warm  weather  and  adequate  rainfall  during  the  latter  part  of  June  have 
been  greatly  beneficial  to  the  crop.    Canada's  19^9  production  of  leaf 
tobacco  totaled  139.8  million  pounds,  of  which  116.7  million  pounds,  or 
about  83  percent  was  flue -cured  leaf. 

NIGERIA'S  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 
INCREASED;  CONSUMPTION  LOW 

Nigerla'3  1950  production  of  leaf  tobacco  is  forecast  at  approximately 
35  percent  above  the  19^9  harvest  and  double  the  19^8  crop.  Although 
production  has  increased  sharply  in  recent  years,  it  is  still  far 
below  the  country's  consumption  requirements. 

A  harvest  of  at  least  1,000,000  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco  is  forecast 
for  Nigeria  in  1950.    This  compares  with  an  estimated  750,000  pounds 
in  19^9,  about  500,000  pounds  in  19**8,  and  only  375,000  pounds  in 
19^7.    An  expansion  in  the  area  planted  to  tobacco  has  been  the  primary 
reason  for  the  increase  in  production.    The  expansion  in  acreage  and 
production  has  resulted  from  the  promotion  of  domestic  production  by 
the  largest  tobacco  manufacturer  in  the  country.    This  company  has  a 
staff  of  trained  agriculturists  who  give  technical  advice  and  as- 
sistance to  native  growers  on  their  tobacco  production  problems . 
Also,  in  certain  districts  free  seed  are  distributed  to  the  growers 
by  the  company. 
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Although  tobacco  production  has  increased  rapidly  in  recent  years, 
Nigeria  must  still  import  over  80  percent  of  it?  requirements .  Loaf 
imports  in  19%)  totaled  k,9'2!),000  pounds.    This  compares  with  5,181,000 
pounds  in  I9V8.    The  United  States  supplied  2,-59^.^000  pounds,  or  53 
percent  of  the  country's  total  leaf  Imports  In  19k?, ■  compared  with 
3,6l9 ,000'  pounda,  or  70  percent  in. 19^3.    The  government  has  made 
strenous  efforts  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  tobacco  imported  from  dollar 
sources,  but  it  is  reported  that  tho  19^3  and^ .19^9  imports  represent  an 
absolute  minimum. 

The  total  consumption  of  tobacco  in  Nigeria  is  very  small  for  a 
country  with  a  population  estimated  .at  around  30,000,000  people.  The 
average  per  capita  consumption  of  tobacco  product''  of  all  kinds  -is 
estimnted  at  approximately  one -sixth  pound  a  year.    Consumption  of 
cigarettes,  both  domestically  manui'ac tured  and  imported,  is  estimated 
at  about  315,000,000  pieces  per.  month.    The  low  consumption  of  tobacco 
is  due  to  the  limited  cash  income  of ' the  population  which  averages  about 
$U0.00  per  capita  annually. 

FATS  AND  OILS 

PHILIPPINE.  JUNE  COPRA  EXPORTS 
LARGEST  THIS  YEAR 

Copra  exports  from  the  Philippine  Republic  during  June,  the  largest 
of  any  month  rthis  year,  totaled  lj-8,501  long  tons,  representing  an  in- 
crease of  36vpercent  over  the  May  shipments  of  35,71.3  tons.  Destinations 
of  June  exports,  by* quantities,  were  as  follows:    United  States  -  27,615 
tons  (Pacific  -  01,359;  Atlantic  -  3,227;  Gulf  -  3,029);  Canada.  -  1,500; 
Venezuela  -  '3,635;  Belgium  -  1,100;  France  -  1,000;  Italy  -  1,^50; 
Netherlands  I  1,500; '  Norway  -  1,000;  Japan  -.3,801.;  Syria  -  600;  end' 
Israel  -  2,300. 

..    Coconut  oil- exports,  totaling  3, £35  tons,  went  entirely  to  the  v 
United  States. 

The  six -months  total  exports  of  030,081+  tons  of  copra  and  22,^79  of 
coconut  oil  (265,765  tons  in  copra  equivalent)  were  approximately  5 
percent  smaller  than  those  oir  the  comparable  period  6f  19*1-9  • 

The  copra  export  price  on  July  17  was  quoted  at  $195  per  short -ton 
c.i.f .  Pacific  Coast. 

IND0NESLAN  COPRA  EXPORTS 
DROP  IN  JUNE 

During  Juno  1950  Indonesia  exported  2k,kOQ  long  ton3  of  copra--' 
l6,9p8  tons  to  the  Netherlands  and  7,500  to  Western  Germany .  .Although 
this  wag  higher  than  the  average  monthly  shipments  of  20,500  tons  thus 
far  this  year,  it  was  a  03  percent  drop  from  the  May  total  of  31,685 
tons . 
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January -June  exports  of  123,175  tons  of  copra  are  .only  about  three - 
fourths  of  the  165,497  tons  shipped  during  the  same  months  of  1949. 

June  production  was  reported  at  31,625  tons  and  deliveries  to 
domestic  oil  factories  at  13,217  tons.    July  and  August  exports  are 
forecast  at  20,000  and  15,000  tons,  respectively. 

FRENCH  MOROCCO  ANTICIPATES 
SMALLER  OILSEED  OUTPUT 

French  Morocco's  1950  oilseed  production  is  expected  to  "be  consider- 
ably smaller  than  last  year's,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American 
Consulate,  Rabat,  due  principally  to  reduced  support  prices. 

The  drop  in  the  support  price  for  flaxseed  from  8,050  francs  per 
quintal  (3.5  times  that  of  soft  wheat)  or  $5.96  per  bushel  in  l£49  to 
5,520  francs  (2.1+)  or  $4.00  resulted  in  a  marked  decrease  in  acreage. 
In  addition  the  dry  weather  has  not  been  favorable  to  flaxseed  growth. 
The  future  price  support  is  in  doubt  as  France,  now  in  a  position  to 
obtain  flaxseed  or  substitutes  from  other  sources,  has  so  far  been  un- 
willing to  give  any  further  encouragement  to  a  support  program.    It  is 
quite  possible  that  flaxseed  production  will  fall  to  its  prewar  level 
(1935-39  average -362,000  bushels),  especially  since  it  reportedly  is 
not  a  popular  crop. 

The  sunflower  3eed  support  price  was  reduced  from  5,750  francs  per 
quintal  (2.5  times  the  soft  wheat  price)  or  $l49  per  short  ton  in  1949 
to  3,500  francs  (coefficient  of  about  1.5)  or  $91.    Despite  this,  how- 
ever, 1950  acreage  is  estimated  at  about  equal  that  of  1949,  and  the 
crop  ha3  not  suffered  badly  from  the  dry  weather.    The  price  for 
saf flower  seed  was  lowered  from  3,910  francs  ($102)  to  2,380  francs 
($62). 

The  marketing  situation  with  regard  to  vegetable  oils  is  expected 
to  continue  practically  unchanged.    This  means  an  emphasis  on  imports 
from  the  franc  area,  especially  French  West  Africa,  with  as  few  imports 
as  possible  from  the  dollar  area. 

French  Morocco's  1949  oilseed  production  was  almost  double  the 
1948  volume  from  an  acreage  more  than  twice  as  large  as  in  the  previous 
year.    Production  of  the  principal  oilseeds  -  flaxseed,  sunflower  seed, 
and  saf flower  seed  totaled  71,200  short  tons  from  320,440  acres  compared 
with  39,380  ton3  from  154,760  acres  in  1948.    Of  the  total,  flaxseed 
accounted  for  65,040  tons  (2,322,700  bushels),  sunflower  seed  5,500  and 
saf flower  660.    It  is  estimated  that  this  seed  production  resulted  in 
approximately  10,330  tons  of  oil.    The  total  flaxseed,  65,040  tons, 
would  have  produced  about  22,000  tons  of  oil,  but  38,580  tons  of  seed 
were  exported  to  France,  leaving  only  26,460  tons  to  be  processed  in 
Morocco . 
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Production  of  other  types  of  oilseeds  vas  insignificant.    Some  r&pe- 
seed,  sesame  seed,  and  cottonseed  were  produced  "but  in  relatively  small 
quantities,  and  experiments  with  peanut  cultivation  have  shown  its  in- 
adaptability to  Morocco  due  to  the  intensive  irrigation  required. 

Vegetable  oil  consumption  in  19^9  is  estimated  at  about  38,580 
tons,  excluding  olive  oil  which  accounted  for  another  11,000.    Of  the 
38,580  tons  only  about  10,000  tons  were  produced  locally  and  the  remainder 
was  supplied  by  imports,  principally  in  the  form  of  oilseeds. 

The  vegetable  oilseed  crushing  industry  has  developed  rapidly  in 
French  Morocco  since  1938.    In  that  year  the  Protectorate  had  only  one 
crushing  mill,  other  than  olive  presses,  which  handled  only  5,500  tons 
of  seed  and  two  refineries  with  a  capacity  of  9,000  to  11,000  tons  of 
oil.    By  1948,  the, industry  had  expanded  to  five  crushing  mills, 
capable  of  handling  121,250  tons  of  seed  annually  and  six  refineries 
with  a  refining  capacity  of  33,600  to  Ml-, 000  tons  of  oil. 

The  soap  industry,  which  now  consumes  about  11,000  tons  of  oil 
annually,  also  has  greatly  expanded:  and  there  are  now  three  margarine 
factories  with  an  .annual  capacity  of  3,300  tons. 

Production  figures,  however,  indicate  that  the  foregoing  plants 
are  not  operating  at  full  capacity. 

The  only  significant  exports  of  vegetable  oilseeds  and  oils  from 
French  Morocco  are  of  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil.    The  principal  reason 
for  granting  high  support  prices  for  flaxseed  was  to  supply  the  French 
Market,  and  consequently  well  over  half  of  the  postwar  production  has 
been  exported  to  France  in  the  form  of  seed.    In  addition  about  550 
tons  of  linseed  oil  for  industrial  use  were  exported  from  Morocco  to 
France  and  French  North  Africa  in  the  last  two  years. 

French  Moroccan  imports  are  in  the  form  of  both  seed  and  oil, 
especially  peanuts  and  peanut  oil  from  French  West  Africa. 

EGYPT  EXPECTS  ADEQUATE  • 
SUPPLY  OF  VEGETABLE  OILS 

Egypt's  vegetable  oilseed  supply  in  1950  is  expected  to  be  about 
one -fifth  greater  than  last  season  despite  a  sharp  decline  in  the 
flaxseed  crop,  harvested  in  April. 

Commercial  cottonseed  production  is  estimated  at  approximately 
735,000  short  tons  compared  with  600,000  in  19^9.    This  seed  is  the 
chief  source  of  Egypt's  edible  oil.    About  110,000  tons  of  oil  are 
expected  from  the  current  cottonseed  output  against  100,000  in  19^9 
and  86,000  in  the  preceding  year. 
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•  In  the  last  2  seasons  around,  two -thirds  of  the  oil  was  used  as 
edible  oil,  one -fourth  "by  the  Ideal  soap  factories,  and  the  remainder  in 
the  manufacture  of  vegetable  shortening. 

The  exportation  of  cottonseed  is  prohibited.    Cottonseed  oil  ship- 
ments are  restricted  but  permits  are  granted  to  local  .soap  factories 
to  export  a  portion  of  the  oil  allotted  them  in  exchange  for  industrial 
oils  required  for  3oapmaking. 

Sesame  seed  production  usually  varies  from  10,000  to  15,000  ton3. 
The  1949  output  "was  12,700  tons.    Sesame  oil  is  used  largely  by  local 
confectionary  shops  in  the  preparation  of  a  native  sweet  known  as 
Halawa. 

Egypt's  flaxseed  production  dropped  to  59,000  bushels  in  1950  after 
reaching  more  than  400,000  in  the  preceding  year.    Acreage  was  greatly 
reduced  because  of  heavy  stocks  of  linseed  oil. 

In  addition  to  vegetable  oils  produced  from  domestically  grown 
oilseeds,  Egypt  imports  from  7,000  to  12,000  tons  of  industrial  oils, 
depending  upon  requirements  of  the  soap  and  paint  industries. 

DENMARK  INCREASES 
MARGARINE  RATION 

Denmark's  per  capita,  ration  of  margarine  for  the  period  June  1 
September  30,  1950,  is  Ih  coupons  of  250  grams  each  -  a  total  of  3,500 
grams.    This  is  an  increase  of  one  coupon  of  250  grams  over  the  previous 
four  months.    The  butter  ration  is  unchanged  at  5  coupons  of  250  grams  - 
total  1,250.    Early  in  June  margarine  prices  were  increased  because  of 
higher  costs  of  imported  oils,  after  devaluation.    The  increa.se  of  16  ^re 
per  kilogram  (1.05  cents  per  pound)  brought  the  retail  price  to  2.92 
kroner  per  kilogram  (19.17  cents  per  pound).    Oils  used  in  the  production 
of  margarine  were  increased  by  20  <fire  (1.31  cents)  at  the  same  time. 

Prior  to  June  1950  margarine  manufacturers  had  been  able  to  buy 
oils  below  world  market  prices.    The  difference  between  the  prices  was 
paid  from  a  fund  into  which  were  deposited  receipts  from  excise  taxes 
levied  on  all  margarine  used  in  bakeries  and  from  high  export  prices  of 
margarine .    The  amount  in  the  fund  is  now  decreasing  as  a  consequence 
of  reduced  exports  caused  by  the  rise  in  price  of  Danish  margarine. 
Thus  it  is  difficult  for  Denmark  to  compete  on  the  world  market.  The 
price  is  now  about  the  same  as  that  of  butter  before  the  war  and  2.5 
times  the  price  of  margarine  in  1938 -39 • 

The  price  paid  producers  for  butter,  based  on  the  average  export 
price,  was  reduced  from  6.00  kroner  (39-38  cents  per  pound)  to  5-50 
kroner  (36. 10  cents)  on  June  9- 
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LEBANESE  OILSEED,  OIL  TRADE 
WITH  SYRIA  AT  STANDSTILL 

Lebanese  vegetable  oilseed  and  oil  trade  has  been  adversely  affected 
by  the  breaking  off,  in  March  of  this  year,  of  the  customs  union  between 
Lebanon' and  Syria,  according  to  the  American  Legation,  Beirut.  Since 
trade  between  the  two  countries  is  virtually  at  a  standstill,  Syrian 
oilseeds  have  stopped  coming  to  Lebanon,  and  Lebanese  vegetable  oils 
have  not  been  moving  to  Syria.    In  consequence  three  of  the  five  large 
oil  extracting  and  refining  companies  have  been  forced  to  close 
temporarily.  "  ■  ?,; 

Increased  production  and  consumption  of  vegetable  oils  have  been 
encouraged  in  Lebanon  in  an. effort  to  release  more  olive  oil  for  export 
trade.    In  spite  of  a  slight  increase  in  olive  oil  exports,  however, 
large  stocks  of  both  olive  oil  and  vegetable  oils  have  accumulated  with 
resultant  depressing  effects  on  local  oil  prices. 

If  favorable  trade  relations  are  not  restored  between  Lebanon  and 
Syria,  and  if  other  markets  are  not  found  for  Lebanese  vegetable  oils 
including  olive  oil,  prices  of  oil  probably  will  remain  low  and 
activities  of  the  oil  industry  will  be  considerably  curtailed.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  normal  trade  is  resumed  with  Syria,  Lebanese 
vegetable  oil  production  should  increase,  and  if  prices  can  be  kept 
low,  increased  foreign  markets  should  be  found  for  vegetable  oils, 
particularly  for  olive  oil. 

Lebanese  oilseed  production  in  19^-9  was  practically  the  same  as 
in  19U8  except  for  small  increases  in  peanut  and  flaxseed  outturn. 
Approximately  80  3hort  tons  (2,950  bushels)  of  flaxseed,  1,100  tons 
of  sesame  seed,  800  tons  of  peanuts,  110  tons  of  sunflower  seed,  and 
a  small  quantity  of  cottonseed  were  reported. 

Vegetable  oil  production  increased  from  19^8  by  possibly  3,000 
tons.    Expansion  in  cottonseed  oil  output  to  3,300  tons  is  explained 
by  the  greatly  increased  cotton  production  in  Syria  during  the  past 
year  and  by  increased  imports  of  cottonseed  from  Turkey.  Larger 
copra  imports --principally  from  the  Philippines --resulted  in  an  out- 
turn of  about  2,7o0  tons  of  coconut  oil.    Flaxseed  and  sesame  seed, 
most  of  which  came  from  Syria,  accounted  for  660  tons  of  linseed  oil 
and  1,980  tons  of  sesame  paste  (tihini).    In  addition  smaller  quanti- 
ties of  other  oils  were  produced. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

ARGENTINE  CATTLE 

EXPORTS  RESTRICTED  ■  - 

Exports  of  live  cattle  to  Chile,  Paraguay,  and  Bolivia,  according 
to  recent  information,  have  "been  somewhat  restricted.    This  action  was 
purportedly  taken  "because  of  the  unusually  heavy  marketings  resulting 
from  the  recent  drought.    Preference  is  "being  given  to  local  consump- 
tion requirements  and  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Government  resolution  provided  for  the  suspension,  from 
June  3,  1950  to  September  30,  1950,  of  live  cattle  shipments  destined 
for  Chile  and  Bolivia  through  the  province  of  Mendoza.    However,  as  a 
special  concession  the  Government  has  authorized  exports  during  July  of 
^,000  head  to  Chile  and  1,000  head  to  Bolivia,  and  during  August  3,000 
head  to  Chile  in  order  to  assure  miners  of  adequate  "beef  supplies. 
Normally,  Bolivian  live  cattle  imports  from  Argentina  average  about  3,000 
head  per  month  and  Chile  imports  on  an  average  around  20,000  head  per 
month.    The  action  also  temporarily  reduced  the  export  quota  of  80,000 
head  to  1*0,000  head  for  shipment  to  Paraguay. 

FRENCH  LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS 
REVISED,  LITTLE  CHANGE 

Revised  estimates  of  French  livestock  numbers  on  October  1,  19^9, 
according  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  show  little  change  from  the 
preceding  year. 

Total  cattle  numbers  were  only  2,000  head  below  19^8  and  1  percent 
under  1938.    The  number  of  cows  in  October  19^+9  "was  2  percent  larger 
than  the  number  in  19^8  but  remained  about  10  percent  below  the  1938 
numbers.    On  the  other  hand,  calf  numbers  (under  1  year  and  1  year  and 
over),  while  slightly  below  those  of  19^8,  were  21  and  12  percent, 
respectively,  above  the  1938  level. 

Hog  numbers  continued  to  increase,  and  the  19^9  estimate  is  5 
percent  above  numbers  of  a  year  earlier  and  95  percent  of  the  prewar 
level.    While  the  number  of  hogs  in  each  class  exceeded  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  sows  were  the  only  class  to  show  an  increase  over  1938. 

The  number  of  sheep  in  October  19^9  reversed  the  upward  trend 
begun  in  19^8  and  was  only  76  percent  of  1938  numbers.    Ewes  were  the 
only  clas3  to  show  an  increase  over  19^8,  but  ewe  numbers  remained  at 
78  percent  of  prewar.    Other  types  of  livestock  such  as  goats,  horses, 
mules  and  asses,  although  below  prewar,  were  maintaining  19^8  levels. 
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FRANCE:    Livestock  numbers,  revised  October  1,  1949, 
with  comparisons 


*  :  :  : October  1: Percentage 

Kind  of  livestock    :    1938      :    1947      :    1948      :    1949      :  1949  is 

 i   :  :  :  revised  :  of  1938 

.: Thousands: Thousands: Thousands: Thousands:  Peroent 

Cattle,  total  >.*.:      15,621:      15,125:      15, 434:      15,432:  99~ 

Bulls  :  280:  278:  278:         ,  266:  95 

Oxen  :       1,236:       1,162:       1,151:     '  1,091:  88 

Cows  :      8,,732:      7,436:     .7,699:      .7,843:  90 

Calves  :  :  :  :  j 

1  year  and  over...:  3,113:,,  3,476:  3,526:  3,492:  112 
Under  l.year  :       2,260:       2,773:       2,780:    ,    2,740:,  121 


Hogs,  total  :  7,127:  5,678:  6,424:  .     6,760:  95 

Boars  .:  .  40:  36:  38:  .  40:  100 

Sows  *:,  875:.  822:'  865:  887:  101 

Others  «  .,:  2,58l:  1,958:  2,297:  2^424:  .  94 

Pigs  under  6  months.:  3,631:  2,862:  3,224:  3,409:  94 


Sheep,  total  .:       9,872:  7,4o6:  .7,510:.  7,480:  76 

Rams  :           200:,         142:.  .       144:  l4l:  71 

Ewes  :       6,l8l:.  4,798:  4,784:  4,807:  78 

Wethers...   :          986:          394:  4l6:  396:  40 

Lambs...,.,  :  '  2,505:  2,072:  2,166:  2,136:  85 


Goats  ....  ..:      I,4l6  :       1,145:       1,235:        1,282:  91 


Horses,  total..  :      2,692  :       2,407:       2,4l8:  ■     2,4l4:  90 


Mules   :         108: :  84: -v-         88:    90:  .  83 


Asses  :         185  :  105:  107:  106:  57 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

SMALLER  COM  COFFEE  CROP 
FORECAST  FOR  1950-51 

The  1950-51  Cuban  coffee  production  is- forecast  at  535,000  tags, 
about  20  percent  "below  the  record  19^9 -5°  harvest  of  665,000  hags  hut 
substantially  higher  than  the  1948 -49  output  of  465,000  bags,  according 
to  the  American  Embassy  in  Havana.  . 

The  carry-over  at  the  end;  of  the  current  marketing  season  on 
July  31  is. expected  to  amount  "to  about  235,000  bags.    This  quantity 
should  be  sufficient. to  meet  the  requirements  for  domestic  consumption 
until  coffee  from- the  1950-51  crop' begins  to  enter*,  marketing  channels, 
and  still  leave  a  surplus  of  around  80,000  bags.    Stocks  of  coffee  were 
held  off  the  market  in  the  hope  that  the  Cuban  Government  would  permit 
the  surplus  to  be  exported,  but.  it  now  appears  that  the  Government  does 
not  intend  to  lift  the  restriction  on  coffee  exports'  because  of  the 
likelihood  that  the  1949~-50  surplus  will  be  needed  to  meet  the  expected 
deficiency  during- the  1950-51  marketing  year .    On  June  15,  1950,  the 
Cuban  Government  decreed  that  all  ordinary  grade  coffeo  be  seized  and 
compulsorily  sold  on  a  pro-rata  basic  to  Cuban  roasters  at  the  official 
ceiling  of  24.6  cents  por  pound  in  order  to  assure  adequate  supplies  to 
consumers.    Later,  the  Government  froze  all  stocks  of  coffee  regardless 
of  grade  and  directed  holders  to  sell  to  Cuban  roasters  choice  sun-dried 
coffee  at  27.I  cent3  per  pound  and  wc  shed  coffee  at  31-5  cents  per  pound. 

On  July  3,  1950,  the  President  of  Cuba  reportedly  told  a  committee 
from  the  Cuban  Coffee  Growers '  Association  that  an  agricultural  bank 
would  be  created,  more  farm-to-market  roads  would  be  built,  and  ex- 
pansion of  coffee  production  would  be  fostered.    The  bank  will  provide 
adequate  credit  to  coffee  growers  at  reasonable  rates,  and  the  new 
roads  will  reduce  production  and  marketing  cost3. 

EL  SALVADOR'S  1949-50  COFFEE 
PRODUCTION  LARGER  THAN  EXPECTED 

El  Salvador's  1949-50  coffee  harvest  was  substantially  larger  than 
the  early  season  forecast  of  1,035,000  bags  for  export,  according  to 
the  American  Embassy  in  San  Salvador.    The  Compania  Salvadorena  de  Cafe 
now  estimates  El  Salvador's  194-9-50  exportable  coffee  production  at 
about  1,105,000  begs.    This  compares  with  exportable  production  of 
1,190,000  bags  in  1948-49  and  930,000  bags  in  1947-48. 

Early  fears  that  the  lack  of  rainfall  during  April  had  seriously 
damaged  the  1950-51  crop  were  allayed  by  excellent  flowering  of  the 
coffee  trees  in  May.    Coffee  growers  now  believe  that  the  1950-51  crop 
will  equal  the  1949-50  crop. 

An  airline  recently  began  an  experiment  in  flying  coffee  in  cargo 
ships  from  San  Salvador  to  New  Orleans.    The  rate  quoted  by  the  airline 
on  these  coffee  shipments  is  4  cents  per  pound.    It  reports  that  sub- 
stantial quantities  of  coffeo  have  been  flown  to  the  United  States 
from  both  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala. 
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COTTON  -PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  WORLD  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign 
markets  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the 

U.S.  gulf -port  average 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


Date 
1950 


Unit  of 
weight 


Unit  of 
currency 


Price  in 
foreign 
currency 


Equivalent 
U.S.  cents 


Alexandria 

Ashmouni,  Good  

Ashmouni,  F.G.F  

Karnak,  Good  

Karnak,  F.G.F  

Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  

Broach  Vijay,  Fine  

Karachi 

k?  Punjab ,  S  .G . ,  Fine . . 

289F  Sind,  S.G.,  Fine. . 

289F  Punjab,  S.G.,  Fine 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  5  

Pima,  Type  1  , 

Recife 

Type  k  , 

5  

h  , 


Mata, 

Sertao,  Type 

Sertao,  Type 
qao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5. 
Torre on 

Middling,  15/16". 


H  ous  ton  -Ga  lv  e  s  ton  -New 
Orleans  av ♦  Mid.  15/16" . . 


7-20 

II 
tt 
II 


II 
II 

7-19 
II 

II 


7-20 

7-18 
tt 

7-20 
it 

11 


Kantar 

99-05  lbs. 
11 

11 

n 

Candy 

784  lbs . 
ti 

Maund 

82.28  lbs. 
ti 

it 

Metric  ton 
2204.6  lbs. 

Sp.  quintal 
101-4  lbs. 


Arroba 

33-07  lbs. 
11 


Sp.  quintal 
101.4  lbs. 

Pound 


Tallari 
11 
11 
11 


Rupee 
11 


Peso 

Sol 
n 


Cruzeiro 
11 


Peso 
Cent 


(not 
(not: 

88.45  ' 
79.45 

•quoted) 
quoted) 
51.27 
46.05 

1/  620.00 
1/  69O.OO 

16.50 
18.37 

80.80  : 
83.8O 
85.8O  • 

29.63 
30.73 
31.46 

4350.00  : 

40.83 

400.00  : 
509.00  : 

26.35 
33.53 

250.00  ; 
(not : 

270.00  ; 

41.13 

available ) 

44-  .42 

255.00  ; 

41.95 

255.00  ; 

29.10 

XXXXX  : 

37.83 

Quotations  of  foreign  markets  reported  by  cable  from  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  posts 
abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 
1/    Nominal . 
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SMALL  COTTON,  CROP 
REPORTED  IN  PERU 

The  19^9-50  cotton  crop  nov  "being  harvested  in  Peru  is  estimated 
at  275,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross  weight)  from  296.000  acres  compared 
with  309,000  bales  (revised)  from  370,000  acres  in  19^8-^9,  according 
to  a- report  from  Roy  0.  Westley,  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy, 
Lima,  Peru.    The  production  of  Tanguis  cotton  this  year  is  about  equal 
to  that  of  other  recent  years  and  the  quality  is  reported  to  bo  good. 
The  Pima  crop  (harvest  is  Just  beginning)  suffered  from  inadequate 
supplies  of  water  in  the  irrigation  systems  and  is  estimated  at  only 
25,000  bales,  compared  with  65,000  in  I9J+8-U9  and  a  more  normal  range  of 
30,000  to  50,000  bales.'  Acreage  is  down  by  shout  70,000  acres  to  the 
lowest  level  in  nearly- 25  years. 

Sales  registrations  this  year  to  date  indicate  that  about  60  percent 
of  the  Tanguis  crop  of  2*10,000  bale3  had  been  sold  by  the  middle  of  July. 
Sales  of  Pima  have  been  moving  much  more  slowly  due  mainly  to  uncertainty 
in  regard  to  the  size  of  tho  crop.    Prices  of  Tanguis  fluctuated  during 
May  and  June  between  370  and  390  soles  per  Spanish  quintal  (2h.k3  and 
25.76  cents  a  pound)  for  Typo  5,  with  better  grades  ranging  between  hOO 
and  kkO  sole3  (26. k2  to  29. 06  Cents).    Shipside  prices,  which  include  an 
export  tax  and  several  other  taxes  and  handling  costs,  are  approximately 
I85  solos  or  around  12.00  cents  above  those  quotations  which  are  prices 
paid  to  growers  by  local  buyers.    Taxes  and  handling  costs  for  Pima  total 
approximately  250  solos  or  around  16.50  cents  above  local  market 
quotations . 

Exports  during  the  11  months  ended  June  30,  '1950,  totaled  206,000 
bales  compared  with  187,000  for  a  corresponding  period  in  19^-8-^9. 
Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  declined  from  91,000  bales  during  tho  11 
months  of  19^8-^9  to  55,000  bales  this  year.  This  reduction  and  minor 
decreases  in  exports  to  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  and  Colombia  wore  more 
than  offset  by  increases  in  exports  to  the  United  States,  India, 
Belgium,  Chile,  and  Germany. 

Stocks  in  Peruvian  ports  on  June  30,  1950,  were  reported  at  9^,000 
bales  compared  with  69,000  bales  a  year  ago.    At  this  time  of  the  year 
a  Large  portion  of  the  crop  is  still  in  gin  warehouses,  on  faros,  and 
in  transit.    Tho  rate  of  mill  consumption  in  19 50  is  about  55,000  bales 
annually,    This. is  slightly  lower  than  in  19^9  as  a  result  of  rising 
imports  of  cotton  goods  from  soft-currency  countries. 
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FRUITS  f  VEGETABLES  AND  NUTS 

BRINED  CHERRY  CROP 
SMALLER  IN-  1950 

Cherry  production  in  Italy  for  1950,  estimated  at  111.8  thousand 
short  tons,  is  Just  a'  little  larger  than  the  1949  crop  of  111,7  thousand 
and  37  percent  above  the  prewar  average  of  81.4  thousand  tons.    Of  this 
production,  the  brined  cherry  pack  will  be  about  9,920  tons,  as  compared 
with  10,^70  tons  in  1949;  nearly  half  of  tho  1950  pack  will  come  from 
the  Naples  region.    Weather  has  been  favorable  and  the  quality  of  the 
cherries  is  slightly  better  than  last  year.    Opening  f  .o.b.  prices  will 
be  between  16  and  17  cents  per  pound. 

CHERRIES,  brined:    Exports  from  Italy  1948  and  1949 


Year  beginning  July  T 


Country  of  destination 

;  1948 

■ 

1949  1/ 

:       Short  tons 

:      Short  tons 

• 

:     ■  685 
1,480 

1,119 
1,017 

:  2,042 

337 
656 

:  1,332 
:  2,331 
675 

..:     "       5,882    '  ' 

7,923 

1/    9  months  -  July  1949 

-  March  1950. 

FRUIT  CROPS  DAMAGED 
IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


Fruit  crops  in  British  Columbia  for  1950,  have  been  damaged  by  an 
abnormally  severe  winter,  followed  by  a  wet  cold  spring.    Crop  losses 
range  from  a  loss  of  23  percent  for  apples  to  97  percent  for  peaches . 
In  some  areas  the  soft  fruits  were  totally  killed.    Winter  injury  to 
apricots,  peaches  and  cherries  ha3  been  very  severe  in  the  rich 
Okanagan  fruit  belt  of  British  Columbia  and  many  trees  will  have  to 
be  replanted.    The  Wealthy  and  Delicious  were  the  hardest  hit  of 
the  apple  varieties. 


(See  accompanying  table  on  next  page) 


88  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  6l,  No.  k 

Fruit  production  in  British  Columbia,  19^9 
and  estimated  1950 


Fruit  I     Units-.!       19^9         !        ....  1950 


Cherries  :  Crates  :  551,062  :  167,615 

Peaches.  :  Crates  :  1,933,3^0  ':  54,536" 

Apricots,,....,*;  :  Crates  :  453,332  :  1^,382 

Plums  .........  :  Crates  :  203, 2l4  :  153,030 

Prunes  :  Crates  :  1,174,285  r  505,300 

Grapes  :  Pounds  :  1,910,072  :  1,069,500 

Apples  :  Boxes  :  8,632,576  :  6,6l8,020 


GRAINS  ,  GRAIN-  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 
(Continued  from  Page  75)  \ 

CUBAN  BICE  IMPORTS 
UP  SHARPLY 

Rice  arrivals  at  Cuban  ports  from  July  1  to  July  13  tota.led  106 
million  pounds,  or  nearly  one -third  of  the  basic  quota  of  the  new 
quota  year  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  3,  1950).    All  imports 
were  of  United  States  rice. 

In  a  new  rice  Decree  1805,  it  was  announced  recently  that  the  quota 
over  and  above  the  basic  3-25  million  quintales  (330  million  pounds)-,  as 
provided  in  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade,  will  not  be 
fixed  until  March,  unless  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  decides  to  announce 
it  at  an  earlier  date.    The  assumption  is  that  United  States  rice  im- 
ported after  the  basic  quota  is  filled  each  year,-  and  before  the  additional 
quota  is  fixed  and  effectuated,  will  be  charged    the  higher  duty  ($1.68 
per  100  pounds  as  against  $0.84).    This  decree  apparently  is  intended  to 
protect- Cuban  growers  during  the  period  when  domestic  rice  usually  is 
on  the  market.  - 


